ERICA PEITLER & MOLLIE LAWRENCE

JUNE 2, 2015

GREETING

Good afternoon

What a joy it is to welcome you here,

for we have come together to celebrate their oneness and love of each other as we witness the union of [ERICA] and [MOLLIE]

[ERICA) and [MOLLIE], every experience you have ever had over the past 19 years, everything you have ever done and learned, has brought you to this moment.

Your love is the miracle of who you both are.

New experiences lie before you with opportunities to grow deeper in love

with each other.

As you walk hand in hand into the future, cherish each moment as a gift –

a gift, given to strengthen the bond between you.

May the years bring you happiness and contentment, and may you enter

each other’s sorrow by empathy; into each other’s joy with gladness;

into each other’s hope with faith and trust; and into each other’s lives with

enthusiasm and embracing.

May your life together be full of kindness and understanding, thoughtfulness and rejoicing.
REMEMBRANCE 
At this time, I would like to mention that there are those close to the ERICA and MOLLIE whose thoughts and blessings are with them; and there are loved ones who are no longer here in body, but who are here in spirit. 

Especially remembered is Erica’s paternal Grandmother – Mary – which we give special celebration to as today is Mary’s birthday.  To Mollie’s parents Freda and Dwight and her sister Linda. Let us take a moment to remember them and all of our departed loved ones in a moment of silence. 

(Pause for moment of silence) 

AFFIRMATION FROM FAMILY 

This marriage will draw strength from the support of ERICA AND MOLLIE.  

They will need your love and attention, just as they will love and attend to you.  

Therefore, I ask that you affirm your willingness to support ERICA AND MOLLIE as they become “one with each other” by responding, 

“We will” to each of the following questions.

MINISTER: Will you encourage ERICA AND MOLLIE in their marriage?
All: We will.
MINISTER: Will you celebrate with them the decision they have made to be one with each other?
All: We will.
MINISTER: Will you remain steadfast in your support in times of trouble, 

and generous in your joy when they experience success and happiness?
All: We will.

READING:  What is Love? by Susan Polis Schutz 
Love is the strongest feeling known 
an all -encompassing passion 
an extreme strength 
an overwhelming excitement. 

Love is trying not to hurt the other person 
trying not to change the other person 
trying not to dominate the other person 
trying not to deceive the other person 

Love is understanding each other 
listening to each other 
supporting each other 
having fun with each other. 

Love is not an excuse to stop growing 
not an excuse to stop making yourself better 
not an excuse to lessen one's goals 
not an excuse to take the other person for granted 

Love is being completely honest with each other 
finding dreams to share 
working towards common goals 
sharing responsibilities equally. 
Love is the reason for life 

WINE CEREMONY

Minister picks up a cup of wine
Two thoughts are suggested by this cup of wine. 

The first is that wine is a symbol of the sweetness we wish for your life. 

There will be times when you drink from other cups, from bitter ones; 

but life offers opportunity to savor the sweetness. 

The awareness of the possibility of a life filled with true meaning is what we toast –the good that is life. 

The second is that wine is a symbol of sharing – a sharing of the love which has brought you to this day, 

when you confirm your commitment to share your lives. 

As you continue to share in each other’s life, 

you will, as a symbol of this enduring union, share this cup of wine. 

Blessed are you O Lord, Creator of the fruit of the vine. 

Watch over and protect this couple – ERICA and MOLLIE

 as they continue down the road of life  together. 
INVOCATION
[ERICA] and [MOLLIE], today you are taking into your care and trust,

the happiness of the one person in this world whom you love with all your

heart – each other.

You are agreeing to share life’s deepest and richest experiences.

You are adding to your life not only the affection of each other,

but also the companionship and blessing of mutual respect.

It is a gift, given to bring comfort when there is sorrow, peace when there is

unrest, laughter when there is happiness, and love when it is shared.

Real love goes far beyond the feelings of romance and bliss.

It is caring more about the well-being and happiness of your marriage

partner, than your own needs and desires.

Love makes burdens lighter because you divide them.

It makes joys more intense because you share them.

It makes you stronger so you can become involved with life in ways you

dare not risk alone.

Real love says you are stronger together than when you are apart.

A successful marriage is not something that just happens.

It takes work and it takes effort.

Most importantly, it takes a commitment from both of you.

A good marriage must be created.
DECLARATION OF INTENT –.
[ERICA] and [MOLLIE], a marriage ceremony represents one of life’s

greatest commitments.

However, it is also a declaration of love.

As the two of you come united into this marriage, 
and as you affirm your faith and love for one another,

I would ask that you always remember to cherish each other as special and

unique individuals and that you respect the thoughts, ideas and

suggestions of one another.

Be able to forgive, do not hold grudges, and live each day that you may

share together – as from this day forward you shall be each other’s home,

comfort and refuge, strengthened by your love and respect

for each other.
INTRODUCTION TO WEDDING VOWS

[ERICA] and [MOLLIE], you are about to make promises to one another.

These vows are words representing your intentions.

You will find that as you live your lives by these vows, investing your time

and love and you commitment to each other, the happy times of your life,

will be twice as joyous, because there will be someone to share those joys

with in marriage.
Please join hands and repeat after me:
WEDDING VOWS

ERICA 

MOLLIE, With an open and trusting heart,
 I promise to keep you as my only true love,
 to stand by your side, 
to listen when you speak, 
to live in truth with you, 
to share with you fully, 
to respect who you are, 
to comfort you when you cry, 
to join your laughter with my own, 
to warm your body and soul, 
through good times and bad, 
from this day forward.

Where ever the road may lead us, we'll always “be one”  together.

Today, I promise my love and dedication for as long as we both shall live.

MOLLIE
ERICA, With an open and trusting heart,
 I promise to keep you as my only true love,
 to stand by your side, 
to listen when you speak, 
to live in truth with you, 
to share with you fully, 
to respect who you are, 
to comfort you when you cry, 
to join your laughter with my own, 
to warm your body and soul, 
through good times and bad, 
from this day forward.

Where ever the road may lead us, we'll always “be one”  together.

Today, I promise my love and dedication for as long as we both shall live.

GIVING AND RECEIVING OF RINGS

May I have the rings that you have been wearing as one for the past 6 years please?
It is believed that the circle was a symbol of eternity, completeness,

holiness, and peace; a sign that life, happiness, and love have no

beginning or end.

As the circle of these rings knows no end, may your love for each other

also be endless.

In so keeping with the vows you have made here today, you give and

receive these rings by which you symbolize and bind your eternal love,

enduring loyalty and faithful commitment.
RING VOWS

[ERICA], please place this ring on [MOLLIE] left hand and repeat after

me:

[MOLLIE], I give you this ring,

as a symbol of my love,

and my choice to share,

my life and dreams with you.

I give you this ring,

with the pledge to love you,

today, tomorrow, and always.

[MOLLIE], please place this ring on [ERICA], left hand and repeat after

me:

[ERICA], I give you this ring,

as a symbol of my love,

and my choice to share,

my life and dreams with you.

I give you this ring,

with the pledge to love you,

today, tomorrow, and always.

ROSE CEREMONY

In the past, the rose was considered a symbol of love and a single rose always meant only one thing – 

it meant the words "I love you." 

So it is appropriate that for your first gift - as partners in life – that gift would be a single rose.

Please now exchange your first gift as partners in life. 

In some ways it seems like you have not done anything at all. 

Just a moment ago you were holding one small rose - and now you are holding one small rose. 

In some ways, a marriage ceremony is like this. 

In some ways, tomorrow is going to seem no different than yesterday. 

But in 
fact today, just now, you both have given and received 

one of the most valuable and precious gifts of life - one I hope you always remember – 

the gift of true and abiding love within the devotion of marriage.

ERIC and MOLLIE, I would ask that where ever you make your home now or in the future – whether it be a large and elegant home - or a small and graceful one – 

that you both pick one very special location for roses; 

so that on each anniversary of this truly wonderful occasion 

you both may take a rose to that spot both as a recommitment to your marriage – 

and a recommitment that THIS will be a marriage based upon love. 

ERIC and MOLLIE, if there is anything you remember of this marriage ceremony, 

it is that it was love that brought you here today, it is only love which can make it a glorious union, and it is by love which your marriage shall endure.
MINISTER BLESSING

[ERICA] and [MOLLIE], I want to wish you both much love and happiness as you begin your new journey as life long partners.
Remember to keep lots of laughter in your life and love will never be far

behind.

I leave you now with the following words:

May all that you are, always be in love.

May all that is love, always be in you.

May your love be as beautiful on each day you share,

as it is on this day of celebration; and may each day you share be as

precious to you as the day you first fell in love.

May you always see and encourage the best in each other.

May the challenges life brings your way make your marriage even stronger,

and may you always be each other’s best friend and greatest love.
DECLARATION OF MARRIAGE

[ERICA] and [MOLLIE], you have committed yourselves to each other in

marriage.

Having pledged your faith and love to one another in the presence of these witnesses, by the exchange of your wedding vows and the giving

and receiving of your existing  rings.

It is with great joy and happiness, and by the power vested in me,

that I now pronounce you partners in  life.
Congratulation
KISS!!!!
